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*Rand article from wiki 


Industry : Roger Ebert 19864 : Film criticism is the analysis and evaluation of films. In 
general, these works can be divided into two categories: academic criticism by film scholars 
and journalistic film criticism that appears regularly in newspapers and other media. Film 
critics working for newspapers, magazines, and broadcast media mainly review new 
releases. Normally they only see any given film once and have only a day or two to 
formulate their opinions. Despite this, critics have an important impact on the audience 
response and attendance at films, especially those of certain genres. Mass marketed action, 
horror, and comedy films tend not to be greatly affected by a critics overall judgment of a 
film. The plot summary and description of a film and the assessment of the directors and 
screenwriters work that makes up the majority of most film reviews can still have an 
important impact on whether people decide to see a film. For prestige films such as most 
dramas and art films, the influence of reviews is important. Poor reviews from leading 
critics at major papers and magazines will often reduce audience interest and attendance. 


Further terminology is used to distinguish various forms and media used in the film 
industry. Motion pictures and moving pictures are frequently used terms for film and movie 
productions specifically intended for theatrical exhibition, such as, for instance, Batman. 
DVD and videotape are video formats that can reproduce a photochemical film. A 
reproduction based on such is called a transfer. After the advent of theatrical film as an 
industry, the television industry began using videotape as a recording medium. For many 
decades, tape was solely an analog medium onto which moving images could be either 
recorded or transferred. Film and filming refer to the photochemical medium that 
chemically records a visual image and the act of recording respectively. However, the act of 
shooting images with other visual media, such as with a digital camera, is still called filming 
and the resulting works often called films as interchangeable to movies, despite not being 
shot on film. Silent films need not be utterly silent, but are films and movies without an 
audible dialogue, including those that have a musical accompaniment. The word, Talkies, 
refers to the earliest sound films created to have audible dialogue recorded for playback 


along with the film, regardless of a musical accompaniment. Cinema either broadly 
encompasses both films and movies, or it is roughly synonymous with film and theatrical 
exhibition, and both are capitalized when referring to a category of art. The silver screen 
refers to the projection screen used to exhibit films and, by extension, is also used as a 
metonym for the entire film industry. 


Since the introduction of digital video DV technology, the means of production have become 
more democratized. Filmmakers can conceivably shoot a film with a digital video camera 
and edit the film, create and edit the sound and music, and mix the final cut on a high-end 
home computer. However, while the means of production may be democratized, financing, 
distribution, and marketing remain difficult to accomplish outside the traditional system. 
Most independent filmmakers rely on film festivals to get their films noticed and sold for 
distribution. The arrival of internet-based video websites such as YouTube and Veoh has 
further changed the filmmaking landscape, enabling indie filmmakers to make their films 
available to the public. 
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